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BETWEEN THE TESTAMENTS

This is our period No. 13. It is a period of 400 years--from the end of Nehemiah's
career and the message of Malachi to the coming of John the Baptizer.

Our information regarding these “"silent centuries" comes from three main sources:
1. The 01d Testament apocrapha,

2, The writings of Josephus, and

3. Greek and Roman writers.

There werc six political periods during these 40O years.
1. The Persian Period (538-332);

2. The Macedonian Period (332-323);

3. The wyypbisn Period (323-204);

L. The Syvian (204-167);

5. The Meccabean (167-63);
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Rowen ( B. C. 63-A.D. 70).

The Persian Period.

1. Cyrus the Great captured Babylon, and Jewish allegiance passed to Persian
power.

2. Persian rule generally allowed the Jews to be governed by their own High
Priest.

3. Generally speaking the Persian rule was mild so far as concerned the Jews.

Y. There was trouble with the Samaritans, who were frequently reinforced by

rencgade Jews., Cf. Manassch.




The Macedonian Period.

1. This was the time of Alexander the Great.

2, Likecly because of the impressive welcome given him by the Jews (led by Jaddua,
the High Yriest) Alexander spared Jerusalem from the usual destruction, and
cven offecred worship to the God of the Jews.

3. He was very favorably impressed with the Jews and used them as colonists,

Thus Alexandria on the Nile became the center of a large Jewish population and

celebrated seat of learning.

The Egyptian Period

1. After the death of Alexander the Great his generals struggled for 20 years
over the division of his empire.

2. Seleucus obtained the portion containing Palestine, while Ptolemy obtained
Egypt with its new capital, Alexandria.

3. Ptolemy took Palestine from Seleucus.

. The most important event of this period was the translation of the Hebrew
seriptures into Greek, upon the order of Ptolemy Philadelphus. This work
is known as the Septuagint.

The Syrian Peviod.

1. The Seleucidae finally overthrew the Ptolemies.

2. This was the time of Antiochus Epiphanes--who did everything within his power

‘to destroy the Jewish people and Jewish religion.

The Maccabean Period.

1." The Maccabees were priest-patriots who were leaders in resisting the Seleucidae
persecutors. They fought valiantly for Jewish independence.

2. The war for independence was begun by an aged priest named Mattathias,

and was carried on for 30 years by his son Judas, the Hammer.



3. After Judas fell in pbattle the war was carried on Dby Judas'! brother Simon,
and a troubled independence Was WOIl.
t, Simon's son, John Byrcanus, succeeded his father, with the title of King.

Thus was founded the Asmonean kingdom.

The Roman Pexriod.

1, This is from the capture of Jerusalem by Pompey to the destruction of
Jerusalem by Titus.

5. The closing days of the Maccabean period were filled with civil strife.
Theye werce rivals for the throne, plots, counterplots, murders, and appeals
to Rone.

3. In B. C. 43 Pompey the Great led his legions into Syria, and put an end to
Selencidoc kingdom. He also captured Jerusalem and thus ended the Jewish
political independence.

.. Asmonean loeal rulers, suhject to Rome, were continued for a time.
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GENTRAL NOTHG-- INTRODUCTORY BEE
1. Canaan has become Palestine--derived from the Philigtines.
2. The term "Jew" (from "Judeh") has come to be commonly epplied to the
descendants of Jacob.
3. A Roman governor holds court at the New Capital of Caesarea, or in Old

Jerusalen,

L, Roman soldiers and Roman tax collectors abound.

e v

There were five divigions of Palestine, These were five districts--two on

the east of the Jordan, and three on the west of the sordan.

1. CGalilee--(West side) north, mainly Jewish., but a large fentile element,
Capernaum the chief city, but many cities and villages arcund the Sea
of Galilee.

2., Judaea--(West side) south, more purely Jewish, contained Bethlchem,
Caesarea, and Jerusalem--the national and religiovs asart of o widely
scattered race.

3, Samaria--(West side) center, mongrel race and religion, hating and nated,
comtaining Sychar (ancient Shechem).

4. Perza--(East side) South, mainly Jewich,

5., Baghan District (Bast side) north, largely Gentile in race ard heathen
in religion.

GOTZ:  The Lord’s ministry extended into all five districts, but centered

mainly in Judzea and Galiles=.

The Roman Emperors Guring the time of the Christ were:
1. Octavius (Augustus) Caesar, B.C. 31-A.D. 1k,

2, Tiberius, A.D. 14=37.
¢f. N-10, p. 1450
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Later Poman Emperors of importance in N.T. study were:
k! Caligula, 37-41 A4,D.;
2. Claudius, 41.-5L4;

. Nero, 54-68;
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L. Golba, Otho, Vitellius, 58
5. Vespasian, 69-79;

6. Titus, 79-81;

7. Dwaitian, 81-96
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Local Rulers:
1. Herod the Great--ruled as hereditary (though subject) king over all five
districts until his death in B.C.k.
2. The Tetrarchy: (B.C. 4-8.D.41)
(1) Archelaus--son of Herod the Great--received Judaca and Samaria. Ho
incurred the disfavor of the emperor, was banished, znd his “ingdon

was placed under a series of imperial governors (called erCLrators),
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of which Pontius Pilate was the sixth.
(2) Antipas~-Herod the Tetrarch of Mt. 1h: 3, was given Galilee and Perca.

) . .we . s i i
o 5 H I A FAR N & } o PR
5‘. 7 . g e A
. vxwﬁa% - é?"im-?» Loy "{"f ; Lade®

Also son of Herod the Great. .. ui* 1
(3) Philip--Lk. 3:1--son of Herod the Great, received the Bashan district, P&e®T!
(4) Lysanius--was not of the Herodian family, was given Adilene, which
was outside the area of Herod the Great. [ulw 5|
3. [Kingdom of Herod Agripva I (A.D,41-L4). Cf. Acts 12:1.23. Was grandson of

Herod the Great. Through the favor of the Eoperor Caliguls all Palestine,

lus Abilene, was united under his rule.

e}

L. King Agrippa II (A.D.4%.70). Upon the death of Herod Agrippa I his: gon
Herod Agrippa IT (Acts 26:2) was ziven the old Teirarchics of Philip and
Lysanius. He ruled cver them +ill the destructicn of Jeruzalem, A.D. '7O.

The other p: et rawrarnors (proc“”VVO“S/‘



including Felix (A.D.53-60) and Festus (A.D.60-62),

The Ferodian Family:

1. The Herodian family played a lcading part in Jewizh history for an entire
century --a century which witnessed the birth and work of Christ, and the
gsteblishment of the church.

2. Herod the Grea% (B.C.37-4) was of Idumean (Edomite) descent.

3. EHis father, Antipater, was made governor of Judea in B.C. L7.

L. At the same time Hercd was made governor of Galilee.

i)

5. Tn B.Z. U0 Eerod was maede king of Judaea by the Roman Senate, but had to
conquer his kingdom., This he did by B.C. 37.

6. Herod married the beautifnl Mariamne, grand-daughter of the Jewish prizst.-
king Hyrcanus, FHe thus united his own claim to the Lingdom with that of

the Asmonean line.

Be was guilty of meny murders. “His throne was bathed in the blood of wnis

relations."
8. He introduced Greek customs into Jerusalem and thus incurred the hatred
of the Jews.
5. Coungequently, he tried hard to regain Jewish favor, but could not. He even
rebuilt he temple, whose glory exceeded that of Solomon. But, even so, the
dews could not forget that he was a foresign ruler, and that they were a
suriect reonle.

10.  The tabernacle of David was fallen, and Israel locked and longed for him

who would risc vp and build it again.
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Life and customs:

1. The Jews had become a nation of traders, a commercial people.

2. Aramaic became the common speech of the Jews in Palestine.

3. Idolatry had completely disappeared.

4, The Synagogue had arisen, likely beginning during the Captivity. Ten men
were enough to constitute a synagoguce; there were hundreds of synagogues in
Jerusalen,

5. There were the Pharisecs. They held to an oral law of Moses, handed down
by tradition, as equal in authority with the written law. hey believed in

- ‘bhe resurrection and future life, They were rigid “Separatists.”

6. There were the Sadducecs. These opposed the Florisees on the above points.,
hey were the liberals of the day. They were politicisns, advocating
keeping favor with Rome. The High Priest was usually a Sadducee,

T. There were the BEssenes. This was a small sect of Ascetics who retired from
society, did not marry, and spent their time in contemplation. They were

Jdewish hermits,

NOTE: The great spiritual element of the Abrahamic Covenant, long over-shadowed
by the physical development, is now ready to find ample fulfillment. More and
more the prophets had talked about it, and the bud was not ready to bloom.

"The thorny stalk of Judaism is ripe and ready to bloom into the world-wide

gpiritual religion of Jesus Christ."

Christ is the center of all Bible History.
1. This we have emphasized repeatedly.
2. This is involved in our Skeleton Outline of the Bible.

3. The Abrahamic Covenant cemphasizes this fact.



4, The New Covenant emphasizes the Christ:
(1) His coming,
(2) Blie gospel,
(3) We preach Christ,
(4) We confess Christ,
(5) We are baptized into Christ,
(6) We obscrve the Supper in memory of Christ,
(7) We commemorate his resurrection,
(8) Redemption is through him,

(9) VWe look forward to his coming again.

Providential preparations for the Christ and his message:

L. The religious preparation, both remote and immediate;

2. The selection and preservation of the Hebrew race;

3. The conguests of Alexander the Great;

L. Te spread of the Greek language;

5. The rise of the Roman Eupire;

6. The system of Roman laws;

T~ The vast system of Roman roads;

8. The wide dispersion of the Jews, with their sacred Scriptures;
. The influence of Greek philolophy;

10. The tendency to turn away from heathen gods;

1l. The Septuagint:

12. The widespread cxpectation of a great ruler to arise out of +the

13, Cf. Gal. L:l,

The New Testament involvcs

1. The Period of the Christ (our Ho. 14), and

i



2. The Period of the church (our No. 15).

The Period of the Christ embraces the events from the coming of John the
baptizer to Pentecost of Acts 2. The Period of the Church embraces the events

from Pentecost of Acts 2 to the close of the Revelation.

cegarding the 1iT: and works of Chriet our sources of iafuin=icr oo

1. Matthew..former publican, one of the twelve;

2. Mark--not one of the twelve, convert of Peter, co-laborer with Paul;
3. Luke- not a personal disciple of the Lord, was a physician, co-laborer

with Paul.
L. John-.an early disciple, became an apostle, the disciple "whom Jesus loved."

Note: These wrote from different viewpoints and with distinct purposes in mind.
1Y ’
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SKELETON OUTLINE OF THE PERIOD OF THi CHRIST

Theme: To establish the fact of His Messiahship, in preparation for Eis
kingdori.
I. From hig birth to his baptism;

ITI. His personal ministry.

BRYEF OUTLINE OF THE PERIOD OF THE CHRIST
I. Birth and Infancy;
IT, The Period of Preparation;
ITT, The Early Galilean Minisbry;
IV, The Early Judaecan Ministry;
V. The Great Galilean Ministry;
VI. The Later Judaecan Ministry;
VII. The Perean Ministry;

VIII. The Last Days.



Iv.

THE LIFE OF CHRIST

Outline heading: Birth and Infancy.

Robertson: 1-1k4.

Scripture references: Lk. 1:1-k; Jno. 1:1-18; Mt. 1:1-17; Lk. 3:23-38

Lk. 1:5-25; Lk, 1:26-38; Lk. 1:39-56; Lk, 1:57-80; Mt. 1:18-25; Lk. 2:1-7:

Lk, 2:8-20; Lk, 2:21; Lk, 2:22-38; Mt, 2:1-12; Mt., 2:13-23; Lk, 2:39.

Sunmary:

1.

3.

The angel Gabriel had long before spoken to Danicl regarding the con-
ing of the Messiah, God sent CGabriel %o Zacharias, an aged priest, to
announce that his wife, Elisabeth, would have a son. Their prayers for
a2 son would be answered, This son would be Jobkn the baptizer.

God sent Gabriel to an unmarried cousin of Elisabeth, named Mary, of
the lineage of David. She was betrothed to a man named Joseph. The
angel announced to Mary that she would be the mother of the Lord--

the Son of Cod.

VWhen it would appear that Mary had violated her betrothal, an angel
was sent to explain to Joseph. Joseph was told that "That which is
conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit...and thou shalt call his name
Jesus; for it is he that shall save his people from their sins,”

The promised child was born to Zacharias and Elisabeth, and was

"named John,

A few months later the Lord was born, He was to be born in Bethlehem,
but Mary lived in Nazareth. According to the enrollment decree of
Caesar Augustus Joseph and Mary went to Bethlehem to be enrolled,
Here, the Savior was born. There was no room for them in the Imn.
Hence, the Savior was born in a stable and was cradlcd in a manger,

Cf, Lk, 2:7.
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"Ezrth was unconscious of the advent of her King; but heaven could
not keep silent" (Dean). Angels announced to shepherds the Saviorl!s
birth, who then made their way to his cradle. These were the fore-
runners of the common people who "heard him gladly."
On the eighth day the Lord was named and circumcised, Lk, 2:21.
After forty days the Lord was taken to the tenple in Jerusalem. The
required sacrifice was offered, FHere the Lord was recognized by Sime
eon and fnna as being the long-expected Messiash. They were the firgh
to publicly proclain Jesus as the Messiah.
Wise men from the east, guided by the Miraculous star, also visited
the Lord. They were representatives of fague longings of outlying
heathendon.
Inquiries of the wise men as to the exact place of the Lordfs birth
aroused the interest of unscrupulous Herod the Great, He sent for the
wise men and commanded them to bring his word when they had found Tim.
They were divinely instructed not to return to Herod, and returned home
another way. Herod sent forth and slew all the male babes of Bethle-
hen, two years old and under. Yollowing divine instructicn, Joseph
had fled with Mary and the babe to Egypt. After Herodis death, and
vpon learning that Archelaus had succeeded his father in Judaea,

Joseph returned with Mary and the child to Nazareth.

» Remerber: Zachovias, Mary, Joseph, birth, shepherds, eighth dey, Simeon

and Anna, wise men, Herod the Great, Nazareth,




I. Outline heading: The Pariod of Preparation.

IT. Robertson: 15.-21.

ITI. Scriptur: rofercnces: Lk. 2:40. 52; Mk, 1:1; Lk. 3:1,2; Mk. 1:2.6; Mt. 3:

1-6; Lk, 3:3-6; M, 3:7-10; Lk, 3:7-14; Mk, 1:7,8; Mt. 3:11,12; Lk. 3:15-18;

Mk,

L:9-11; b, 3:13.17; Lk. 3:21-23; Mr. 1:12,13; M. b:1.11; Lk. b:1.13.

IV, Summary:

1.

From the tinme of the Lord's carly infancy to his baptism (at approxi-

nately age 30) we hova very little informotion.  Theso years are often
called "the Silent Years." Lk, 2:41-51 rccords +the one known incident

of these years: his #zoing up to Jerusalen at the age of twelve, and of
Lis being lost there by his parents. Relative to the "Silent Years™
we have two wonderful surinary statenments: Lk, 2:40 is designed to span
the yeors from his infancy to cge twelve; ond Lk. 2:52 is designed to
span the ycars from age twelve to his baptism. This narvelous silence
of the scripturcs is one of the great evidences of inspiration. Cnly
that which is ncees sary to the divine purpose is recorded. Dean
rightly cophasizes that during vhese years the Lord was as rmueh serving
God as during the public ministry, for these vere years of preparation:
thirty years preparation for three and onc-half years public ninistry.
What the Lord did was becausc of what he was: what he was was because
of what hc becane through the thirty years preparation. They are sorv-
ing who are preparing.  Withous doubt, the Lord was wcll acguainted with
hard work. He was o cerpenter.  Cf. Mk, 6:3. It should be noted that
his statement: "How 1is it that ye sought mce? Wist ye not that I must be

about my Father's busincss?™ arc his first recorded words, and they

constitute the kovnote of his

So far as concerns cducation taught a trade (as was cver
b &)

Jewish ]wd) was waught to reod and write, likely was foniliar with
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three languages (Aramaic, Hebrew, and Greck), would have access to the
Synagoguec scripturcs.

3. The last Hebrew prophet (Malachi) had foretold a Torerunner of the
Messich., 4t the annunciation and at his birth John had been identified
as that forcrumner. Luke 1:80 surmarizcs the first thirty yecars of
John's life, Doubtless, thesc too, were years of preparaticn.
John preached in the wilderncss of Judaea. His nessage was, "Repent ye,
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." John identified hinmself as being
"the voice” of which Isaiah (40:3) had spoken, Jno. 1:19-23. His bap-
tism involved (1) faith on hin who was to cone, and who would baptize
with the Holy Spirit; (2) repentance, (3) confession of sins, and (4)
baptism for remission of sins, Mk. 1:k. John's work was preparatory
for the Christ.

L. The Lord came to the Jordan, unto John, to be baptized of him. The

Lord was baptized by John, but the Lord &id not rcceive John's baptism,

The Lord was baptized (1) to fulfill all rightcousness; and (2) that he
night be nanifested to Israel, Jno. 1:31ff. God had given John a sign.
John saw the sign. John declared: This is He! In his baptisn (1) his
past life was closed, and (2) a new life opened before hin. In this
respect his baptism was as ours is.

5. Satan terpted the Lord severely. He made an appezal to the appetite, when
the Lord had fasted 40 days and nights. This was a terptation (1) to
distrust His father's care, and {(2) to use his niracle-working pover
for sclf. Satan made an attack through the Lord's trust in God., He
made an attack through the Lord's plans for dominion. The Lord was
victorious over thesc temptations, and Satan departcd from him "for
a scason, "

V. Remember: Lk. 2:40-52; education; John, baptism, temptation.
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Outline heading: The Early Galilean Ministry.

Robertson: 22-24.

Scripture references: Jno., 1:19-52; Jno. 2:1-11; Jdno. 2:12.

Surmiary:

L.

2.

his is a part of what is sometines called the period of obscurity.
After the teuptation the Lord returned to the Jordan to begin his pub-
lic ministry. John pointed hin out as the Larb of God. Five young nen,

disciples of John, becane the Lord's first disciples. They were: John,

Andrew, Peter, Philip, and Nathaniel.
Jesus went with his new disciples from the Jordan to Golilee. He not
his mother at a wedding in Cana. It was herc that he perforied his first

niracle, turning the water to wine. Dean observes: "Our supernatural

was his natural.” Jesus himself was the great miracle.

The Lord, his mother, and his disciples visited Capernaury, which he
afterward made the center of his Galilean ministry. Fron Capernaun: the
Lord went to Jerusalen, and thus closed this brief early Galilean mine
istry.

This bricf ninistry showed (in contrast to the work of John) that (1) the

Lord would be a worker of miracles (ef. Jno. 10:41); and (2) the Lord
J

hinself would ningle with the people--all kinds and classes.

V. Renember: first disciples, first uiracle, Jerusslem, contrast.
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I. Outline heading: The Early Judaean Ministry.

ITI. Robertson 25 27, e ——

“Jno. I 42
IV, Sumary:
1. The early Golilean ministry had been more of a private nature, and was
designed espceially to strengthen the faith of the Lord's own aisciples.
The Lord next begon a nore public phasc of ninistry, in Jerusalen
itself~~the national capital. Thus the Lord's Messiahship was prescnted

to Jerusalen, Judaca, and to the rulers of the nation. They could

accept hin or reject hin.
2. Thousands of aniu&ﬁs offered for sale for sacrifice had turned the
terple into a cattle pen and a sale barn. The Lord drove the aninals
and the traders from the temple. His brave act arcused the nostility
of the rulers, rather than their syupathy. Having been rejected in the

capital, the Lord then turned to the country districts of Judaca.

H & Aok

3. Whilc in Jerusalen the Lord had perforned sone niracles, Jno., 2:23; 5005

3:2; Lh:b5. Many believed. One of the rulers, a Phwrisee naed Nico-

ettt eemrarrne

demus, reqognizcd the Christ as the Messiah, and went to the Lora "by
night." It was with Nicodesrus the Lord dLSCUSoGQ the’ ggéﬁbzvth

L. The Lord went from the city to thé éouﬁﬁfy aféd“df;iﬁddéd; Wiﬁié éarly
Judaecan ninistry was evide ntly very fruitful, as is implied in Jno. 3:26
As the Lord's ministry increased John's decreased. Sce Jno. 3:26fT,
Note John's wonderful statenents.

5. The Lord closed this ninistry in Judaca. The shifting of his labors
to Galilece was likcly occasioned by the hostility of the Phorisecs and
the imprisonnent of John.

6. The Lord "left Judaea, and departed again into Galilee. And he must

2
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needs pass through Samaria,” Jno. b:3,4. Samoria lay betwen Judaca
and Galilee, and was usually avoided by the Jews. They ordinarily went
up on the castern side of the Jordan. The Lord would hold no such atti-
tude. At Jacob's well in Sychar the Lord net the woman of Samaria. It
was to this unnaned woman of an alien race and nongrel religion that
the Lord nade "his carliest distinct avowal of his Messiahship” recorded.
Through the influence of this woman nany of the Sanaritans came to be-
lieve that his was "indeed the savior of the world."

7. Hendricksen summarizes this period as follows: Reformation (temple),

Regeneration (Nicoderus), Recessional (John's statement), and Recogni-

tion (the woman of Sanmaria).
V. Renember: larger ninistry, temple, Nicoderus, John's statenents, shifting

of labor, woman of Sanaria.
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I. Outline heading: The Great Galilean Ministry.

II. Robertson: 28-75,

III. Scripture references: (ML 1:1b; Mb. L:12; Lk, 4:14%; Jno. L:h3.L5);
(Me. 1:1k,15; Mt. 4:17; Lk. b:14,15); Jno. L:b6o5h; (Mt. 4:13-16; Lk.b:
16-31); (NA. 1:16-20; Mt. 4:18- eg, Lk. 5:1-11); (Mk.1:21-34; Mt. 8:14.17;
Lk h:32-h1); (Mk.1: 35 39; Mt. Lk:23.25; 1k, L: ua-uu); (M. Y:bo-4s5; Mt, 8:
To-h; Lk. 5:12-16); (Mk. 2:1- 12; Mt. 9:1-8; Lk. 5:17-26); (Mx. 2:13-1T;
Mt, 9 9-13; Lk. 5:27-32); (M. 2:18-22; Mt., 9:1L-17; Lk. 5:33-39); Jno.
5:1-b7; (Mk., 2:23-3 6, Mb. 12: 1 1L Ik. 6:1-11); (M. 3:7-19; Mt. 5:1.8:1;
Lk. 6:12-49); (Mt. 8:5-13; Lk. 7:1-10);Lk.{7:11-17; (Mu. 11: L-19 Lk, T:
18-35); A Mb. 11:20-30;: Lk. 7:36-505 Lk. 8:1-3; (Mk 3:19-30; Mt. 12:15-45);
(Mc. 3:31-35; kit. 12:46-50; Lik. 8:19- 21); (M, L4:1- 3h M. 13:1-53; Lk 8:
4-18); (M=, 4:35-5:20; Mt. 8:18.3L; Lk. 8:22-39); (I, 5:21~h3 Mt.
18-26; Lk. 8:Lh0- 56), . 9:27-34; (Mx. 6:1-6; Mt. 13:54-58); (Mg, 6:6-
Mt. 9:35-11:1; Lk. 9:1-6); (M. 6:14.29; Mt. 14:1-12; Lk. 9:7-9); (M
3om4h; Mt 1&:13m21; Ik. 9:10-17; Jno. 6:1-13); (Mk. 6:45.56; Mt. 1k:
22.36; Jno. 6:14-21); Jno. 6:22-71; (Mk. 7:1-23; Mt. 15:1-20; Jno.7:1):
(M, 7:24.30; Mb. 15:21-28); (Mc. T:31-8:9; Mt. 15:29-38); (M. 8:10-12;
Mb. 15:39-16:4); (Mk. 8:13.26; Mt. 16:5-12); (Mg. 8:27-30; Mt. 16: :13-20;
Lk. 9:18-21); (Mx. 8:31-9:1; Mbt. 16:21-28; 1k.9:22-27);(Ms. 9:2-13; Mt.
17:1-13; Lk.9:28-36); (bk. 9:14.29; Mt, 17:1b-21; Lk. 9:37-42); (M:. 9: .
30-32; Mt. 17:22,23; Lk.9:43-45); Mt. 17:24-27; (Mk. C.33 37; Mt. 18:105;
e, 9:46.03); (Mk. 9:38-50; Mt. 18:6-1h; Lk. 9:4G,50); Mt. 18:15-35;
(¥t. 8:19-22; Lk. 9:57.-62): Jno. T:2-10.
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IV. Summary:

1. This period covers approximately one year and nine months---more than

no
b
i3
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2
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carly wonths the Lord made a visit to Jerusalem. During the las.
5ix months +the Lord wgﬁv saveral withdrawals into Pprovinces north ancd
east of Galiles. With thee exceptions, this portion of the Lord's ministry
was in Galilee, centered about Capternaun.

3. This was a period of:
(1) Intense 2ctivity---journzys, miracles, teaching (both public and

rivate ) freguent retiremsnts for prayer;

( ) Popularity with the masses---people from everywhere, and of all
classes; often hindered his entering into ci 25, Torcing him to

resort to the open country;



page 16

(3) Increasing hostility of the Scribes, Pharisecs, and Herod Antipas;
(k) Loss of popularity with the masses---in the closing months, and con-

sequent withdrawals from Galilee.
The Lord went from Samaria into Galilee. He was on his way to Nazareth,
where he had been brought up. On the way, at Cana, the Lord performed a
miracle--the healing of the Nobleman's son. This was the second miracle
at Cana, Jno. L:5L, At Nazareth, the Lord gave the people the opportunity
to believe upon him, but the result was much the same as it had been in
Jerusalem. See Lk. 4:14.30. To these pcople this was the carpenter,
Jeseph's son! The very people among whom the Lord had lived for thirty
years were the first to seek his life. BSuch, the blindness of men. Thus,
the rejection at Nazareth,
The Lord then went to Capernaum. Capernsum was located on the northwestern
shore of the Sea of Galilee. It was a busy center of population and
trade. It was chosen by the Lord to be the very center of the great
Galilean ministry. For approximately two years the Lord was never away
Trom Capernaum for long.
Shortly after going to Capernaum the Lord made a second and more signifi-
cant call to Peter, fndrew, James and John. Three of these were among
the five to whom the call was extended earlier. This call grew out of the
narvelous background of the "Great Draught of Fishes," Lk. 5:1-11. By
this miracle the Lord
(1) Revealed to these men the mighty power which would be available to

themn;
(2) Imphasized the importance of complete and faithful dependence upon

the Lord and his word;

(3) Promised them great resulis.
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These men thus became more permanently attached to the Lord, and formed
the beginning of the apostolate.
The Lord returned with his four disciples to Capernaum. He immediately
began an intensely active public ministry. He taught in the synagogue
with such force and power that "they were astonished.” The Lord hesled
a demoniac, the first instance of its kind, and the first miracle at
Capernaun. He healed Peter's monther-in-~-law, and numerous others with
various discases and afflictions.
On the next morning, before day, the Lord went out, into a "desert
place™ to pray. His disciples "found him." Multitudes flocked to him.
He made a great tour of Galilee, preaching in the synagogues, and cast-
ing out demons. The healing of a leper is given in detail, Mk. 1:40-45.
The Lord's popularity with the masses continued for over a year. But,
In the healing cf the paralytic (Ik. 2:1-12) the Lord aroused the hos-
tility of the Scribes. From this time on there were constant efforts
to entrap him.
The publicans, tools of the Roman government, were a hated lot. The
Lord called one of thse, Levi Matthew, to become his disciple. In
gratitude, Motthew gave a feast in the Lord's honor, to which were invited
many Publicars and sinners. This too, aroused the hatred and opposition
of the "elite." The "upper ranks" didn't like the class of people who
gathered around the Lord. In reply to Pharisaic criticicem, the Lorld said,
"I am not come to call the righteousness, but sinners to repentance.'’
The Lord's power over nature, diseasc, and demons had been amply demon-
strated. His power over death remaie=d to be shown. Either during or
shortly following the discourse at Matthew's feast the Lord received
request from the Rulsr of the Synagogue at Capernaun 1o minister in he-

1

half of his daughter. The Lord started to the house of Jairus. On the
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way occurred the healing of the woman with the issue of blood, and which
incident has been called the "Parenthetical Miracle.” The daughter had died.
The Lord took her by the hand, and presented her to her parents, alive,.
. At this point in his ministry the Lord visited Jerusalern. The only recorded
incident is the healing of the helpless man at the pool of Bethesda. This
was done on the Sabbath and aroused severe Jewish criticism. They sought *o
kill hin because (1) he healed on the Sabbath day, and (2) called God his
Father. Out of this background the Lord delivered the discourse in Jno. 5°
9-46, in which he erphasized his relationship with the Father.
On the way back to Calilce the Lord and his disciples passed through the
grainfields. The disciples plucked wheat or barley heads on the Sabbath.
The Pharisecs criticized . Either in Copernaun or at a village along the
way the Lord healed a withered hand on the Sabbath. This increased Phari-
saic opposition, and the Pharisees began to fornulate plans to kill him.{
. The Lord's own personal ninistry would be brief. He would nced men,
trained and gualified, to carry on his work. For this purpose, out of
the body of disciples the Lord chose twelve nen for special training. Th@se
are listed in Mt. 10:2.4; Mk. 3:16-19; Lk. 6:14-16; Lcts 1:3. [
Following the selection of the twelve the Lord delivered the marvelous
Sernmon on the Mount--the longest single discourse recorded. This scrmon
is 2 "subline surwary of the principles"” which would find application in
his kingdem. It involves both (1) the fundamental truths of the law, and‘
(2) striking contrasts to the law. It was delivered to the twelve, to tﬁe
wider circle of disciples, and in the presence of a vast multitude. The
legal teachers had rejected hin, but his authoritative "But I say unto You,"

was public notice that a new order of things was at hand.
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The Lord continued his great work in and around Capernaum. We have--

)
[6)

(1) The healing of the centurion's servant in Mt. 8:5.13. This involved a won-
derful illustration of great faith in the heart of a Gentile, and a prophe-
tic glimpse of the universality of the Lord's kingdom.

(2) The second instance of raising the dead--the son of the widow of Nain,

Lk. T7:11-17.

(3) & penitent woman washed the Lord's feet with her tears, and anointed them
with costly oil, Lk. 7:36-50. This aroused criticism, and out of which the
Lord taught the lesson of the two debtors.

17. John had been in prison approximately a year. Evidently, he had become dis-
couraged, despondent, and somewhat disappointed. Perhaps the work of the
Messiah was not progressing as rapidly as he had expected. He sent messengers
to the Lord to ask: "Art thou he that should come, or look we for another?"

The Lord sent word regarding his work, and subsequently paid high tribute to

John.

13. At this time in the Great Galilean ministry the Lord began his parabolic teach-
ing. The deepening hostility and hopeless hypicrisy of the Scribes and Phari-
sees caused him to employ this method of teaching. He could thus conceal and
at the same time reveal--to those who really wanted to know his will. Too, he

often explained to the disciples in private. Parabolic teaching also added
beauty and force to his lessons.

19. The Lord, tired and worn with toils, gave orders to cross the lake. It was
on this trip that he arose from his sleep, in the midst of storm, and rebuked
the wind and the waves, and "there was a great calm." Fe thereafter healed the
Gadarene demoniac, and then recrossed the sea to the western side. See Mt. 8:
18.3k.

20. After returning to Galilee the Lord again went to Nazareth, and was again
rejected. He then sent the Twelve to preach to the "Lost sheep of the house

of Israel,”" saying, "Repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." This
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Continued.
work, as was that of Jesus and John, was preparatory.
At this point is given the record of the death of John, which had occurred
sometime before. See Mt. 14:1.12. Herodias demanded and was granted the
death of John. Herod said regarding the Lord, "It is John...risen from the
dead."
The Twelve returned, and the Lord went with them to the eastern side of the
leke. The multitudes thronged him. The Lord, in deep compassion, fed the
multitudes with five loaves and two fishes. Those who ate were about 5000
men, besides women and children. The people wanted to take him and make him .
king. This was the height of his popularity. But, he would not be their kinA
of king. He sent the Twelve across the sea, while he himself went up into the
mountain. During the night, and in the midst of storm, the Lord came to the
disciples, walking upon the water. In the Synagogue at Capernaum, and out of
the background of the feeding of the 5000, the Lord preachad the great sermon
on his boing the "Bread of Life." This sermon marked another turning point
in the personal ministry. Many of his disciples "...went back and walked
with him no more,"” Jno. 6:66.
Note carefully:
(1) The Scribes and Pharisees had long hated the Lord;
(2) The Gadarenes had rejected him;
(3) The Nazarenes had rejected him;
(k) Bercd Antipas was taking a dangerous interest in him;
(5) And now--his very disciples are turning away.
We now enter the final phase of the Great Galilean ministry, which phase
lasted approximately six months--from April to October. The Lord did not

PO T S
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attend the third passover of his ministry, which occurred about the time of the

feeding of the 5000. See Jno. 6. There were several new aspects of this phass

of the Great Galilean ministry. It was a period of wandering. Thae Lord
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Continued.
visited Phoenicls, the Bashan Digtrict, and Decapolis. Yet, he did not wholly
cease his labors in Galilee. He avoided crowds, and sought to be alone with
the Twelve. There were few miracles, and little public teaching. The Lord
wvas teaching and training the Twelve for the great task before them. He
also sought to prepare them for his approaching death.
The Lord went to Phoenicia--the northern most point of the personal ministry.
The only recorded incident is the healing of the daughter of the Syrophoeni-~
clan woman. How refreshing this woman's great faith must have been to the
Lord. SBee Mbt. 15:21.28. He had witnessed the hypicrisy of the Pharisees
and the fickleness of the Galileans. Passing through Tyre and Sidon, the
Lord made a long detour to Decapolis. Again, multitudes gathered around him,
and here he fed the 4000. The Lord then crossed the lake, returning to
Galilee, It should be noted that during this last stage of his Galilean min-
istry the Lord made extensive tours outside the territory of Herod Antipas,
but still made Galilec the center whence he set forth and to which he returned.
Upon his return to Galilee the Lord met renewed opposition of Pharisces and
Sadducees, Mt. 16:1-k. Jesus set forth on his tour in the territory of
Herod Philip. Through works, teachings, and life the Lord had intended that
men come to recognize his messiahship. Especially in view of the immediately
preceding circumstances the time had come to test the result of these labors.
Near Caesarea Philippi the Lord questioned the Twelve, and was pleased to
learn that his efforts with them had not been in vain. They recognized him as

being "The Christ, the Son of the Living God." See Mt. 15:13-20.
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Behind the Lord was his rejection by the many. Before him--the Cross.
Around him--his band of disciples-~-the hope of the world. Above hiw--his
loving, knowing, seeing heavenly Father. Before returning to face his foes
in Galilee and Judaea a miraculous evidence of divine presence and approval
was given him. Moses, Elijah, and the Christ were present. Also, Peter,
James and John were there. Moses and Elijah talked with the Christ about
his death. God emphasized his approval of his Son, and that men must "Hear
Him." The transfiguration was one of the greatest events of the personal
ministry. As Dean states: "Prophets and Apostles, the 01d Covenant and the
New, heaven and earth--there met." (Dean, p. 1h4k.) Cf. 2 Pet. 1:16-18.
Following the transfiguration the Lord performed a miracle which the nine
disciples had been unsble to perform--the casting out of a demon.
We thereafter have the miracle of the tribute money, a great lesson on
humility, a warning with reference to "occasions of stumbling,"” a lesson on
dealing with the wayward, and a lesson on forgiveness. The Lord thus em-
phasized the nature of his kingdom, and lessons which would find application
therein. The Lord left Galilee and once more went to Jerusalem. Thus

closes the Great Galilean ministry.




